
 
A special offering will be taken tonight for the Alpha Omega Center. 
Confirmation Sunday January 10, 2021, 10:30am worship 
We invite all to join us in celebrating the completion of our Confirmation 
Class. Those students will be joining the church at this time and be welcomed 
as full members of Mountville Presbyterian Church. 
 
Sacrament of Holy Communion Sunday, January 10, 2021, 10:30am worship 
We invite all to join us in celebrating the sign and seal of Holy Communion at 
our in-person worship service. However, we acknowledge that we are all 
joined together in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit, so we also invite those 
attending online worship services to celebrate communion with us.  
 
The Session approved postponing all in person small group meetings, and 
Son Seekers, for the foreseeable future. This is due to concerns of COVID-19 
19 cases escalating in our area in recent weeks. This will be in effect as of 
November 20, 2020. Officer meetings will be able to continue, but social 
distancing requirements need to be maintained. Sunday morning worship 
services will continue as scheduled. Wearing of masks is strongly encouraged, 
but not required. Social distancing is also required. 
 
COVID-19 Positive Tests- The Session has decided to follow CDC guidelines 
following positive COVID-19 tests and contact with someone with a positive 
test in regards to when a person and/or family members may return to in-
person worship at Mountville.  You can find the guidelines on the bulletin 
board by the front door or on the CDC website. 
 
What Is Christmas All About? Advent 2020 Summary: Advent is an almost 
indescribable time of anticipation, preparing, and waiting on God.  The season 
is full of delicious food, the gathering of family, gifts, and decorations that tell 
us this is a wonderful season. People often find themselves feeling one of two 
ways during this time. Some people feel alone and absent from the happiness 
of others. It is a time of withdrawing and isolation because they already feel 
this is a season for everyone else. Other good intentioned people dive in and 
take charge of everything in the hopes of making Christmas perfect.  It can 
leave all of us asking, “What is Christmas really all about?”  A Charlie Brown 
Christmas is a classic movie that brings these themes to the forefront and 
offers God’s timeless, hopeful truth about the real joy of Christmas. 
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December 24, 2020 

9:30 a.m. – Sunday School                                                                                                                                                      

10:30 a.m. – Worship Service- 

http://www.mountvillepresby.org/


WORSHIP PREPARATION & PRAYER                                                

Song of Gathering                                              

(*livestream begins) 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Invocation 

 

* Call to Worship – Lighting of the Advent Candle    JOY 

5 p.m. Keeley family 
7 p.m. London family 

Leader: In the darkest times we cannot see to make our way.  

Our eyes adjust, but still everything is shadowed and grey. We reach 

out, desperate for comfort, for balance, for the familiar, for hope. 

People: In the darkest times, even a faltering light can be just enough: 

the flame flickers, twinkles, dances—and it is dazzling! For in its light, 

we see light: God in our midst.                                                                  

~Candle is lit~                                                                                                  

Leader: However impossible it seems, here we are, the servants of the 

Lord, both perplexed and joyful — 

and blessed is the one who trusts that with God all things are possible. 

People: Come, O come, Emmanuel, God with us, and we will 

rejoice. 

Special Music                               The First Noel  

                                                                                                                  

Old Testament Readings  Isaiah 9:2, 6, Micah 5:2-4, Jeremiah 23:5, 6 
5 p.m. Karen, Dan, & Olivia Parson 

7 p.m. Cal, Corrie, and Lilly Nye 
 

Meditation #152   “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day” 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession  

Lord Christ, as we look forward to celebrating your first coming at 

Christmas, we are often distracted by the festivities around us. We get 

busy with the stress and joy of family gatherings. Forgive us for not 

preparing your way in the world; forgive us for adding to the 

distraction of others. As we look forward to your second coming, we 

are surrounded by the duties and expectations of everyday life. 

Forgive us for being too scared or overwhelmed to prepare the way 

for you. Help us, in this Advent season, to live in the joy of your first 

coming and the hope of your second coming so that those around us 

may see the difference your coming makes. Through Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                           Isaiah 40:1, 2 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

WORSHIP IN GOD’S WORD   
 

Scripture Reading   The Jesus Storybook Bible             Luke 1 & 2  
5 p.m. Sammie Beachem 

7 p.m. Barb Carlin 
 

Meditation #159       “A Thousand Candles” 

 
 

Sermon                                              “What Christmas IS All About!” 
 

WORSHIP IN DECLARING OUR FAITH                                                                                

 

Pastoral Prayer  

 

New Testament Responsive Reading                      Revelation 21 & 22 

 

*Hymn #147             “Silent Night! Holy Night” 
(To avoid spilling hot wax, please keep your candle upright 

allowing the person next to you to light his or her candle.) 

*Hymn #137                              “What Child is This?” 
 

*Benediction   

 

*Responsive Benediction #125 (vs. 1 & 2)         “Joy to the World” 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.         
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, repeat the 
sounding joy. 

*ALL THOSE WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND 



New Testament Responsive Reading 

Leader:  Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 

heaven and the first earth had passed away. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying,  

People: ‘Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, 

and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God.  

Leader:  He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things 

has passed away. 

People: Our God says, ‘I am making everything new!  Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 

Leader:   He said to me: ‘It is done. I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End.’ He who testifies to these 

things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

 

People: He will be our God and we will be his children. Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Testament Readings 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-  The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given, 

    and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

Micah 5:2-4 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” Therefore Israel will be abandoned 

    until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, 

and the rest of his brothers return 

    to join the Israelites. 

4 He will stand and shepherd his flock 

    in the strength of the Lord, 

    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they will live securely, for then his greatness 

    will reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

Jeremiah 23:5, 6- “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, 

    “when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

a King who will reign wisely 

    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 

    and Israel will live in safety. 

This is the name by which he will be called: 

    The Lord Our Righteous Savior. 

 

 


